No proof of HTLV-I/II in intravenous drug abusers with a high rate of HIV-1 infection in central Thailand.
Serum specimens of 1,074 intravenous drug abusers (IVDA) were examined for infection with HIV-1, HTLV-I and HTLV-II in central Thailand. Three hundred and sixty-two of the specimens were seropositive for HIV-1 (33.7%). The HIV-1 seropositive IVDAs exhibited increased seropositivity with age through group 40-44 and significantly decreased seropositivity over the age of 45. In contrast, no seropositivity to either HTLV-I or -II was detected in the samples tested by a particle-agglutination assay for HTLV followed by type-specific Western blotting for HTLV. Reference to previous reports suggested that the rate of HIV infection in IVDAs has decreased with no HTLV-I or HTLV-II in Thailand when compared with that of the HIV infection in 1992.